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guise of thought sequence, which can give it no credentials. If Spinoza thus unconsciously misused his higher spiritual conception in an uncongenial field, it is not the first time that angels have been not only entertained unawares, but set to do menial service for the tent of their temporary abode.
On this conaius, however (which he had early treated as identical with life*), Spinoza leaps the parallels and rides across from the eternities to the world of phenomena, from affirmation to volition, from deductive thinking to action and passion. Taken as universal in nature, it imports thither potentia in place of Ratio; regarded as human, i. e. belonging to body and mind together, it assumes the form of appetitus; as limited to mind alone, it is voluntas (which may be mere blind inclination); as recognised by the self-conscious mind, it is cupiditas2. So far as it is put forth by our adequate ideas, i. e. on an unobstructed path, it constitutes OUT freedom: so far as by our inadequate, i.e. on a path beset by controlling causes, it subjects us to the thraldom of inflicted feelings. These are what Spinoza especially means by the affections: they involve both the body and the mind, and would be impossible but for the passivity which we have from the former. But there are self-conscious mental states in which we leave behind all immediate and present relation to the body, yet retain some feeling originally attendant on its changes; so that, in simply thinking, we now feel. As it is not worth while to invent a separate name for this case, the word affection may be extended so as to take in all the emotions; not only the great mass that stir upon the plane of the imagination, but the exceptional few that rise to the altitude of Reason and Intuition. They are all of them different varieties of the conatus, which is the mainspring of the whole ethical life.
1 Per mtam intelligimus -vim per quam res in suo esse perseverant. Cog. Met. II. vi. Vol. II. 486. * Eth. III. ix. Schol.